
 

Executive Committee Meeting 
Commission on Aging 

April 20, 2023 
 

• Call to Order 
o David Engel, Chair, called the meeting to order at 9:30 

o Roll Call- taken by screen shot. Jean Dinwiddie, Beverly Rollins, Virginia Cain, 
David Engel, Marsha Weber, Marcia Pruzan, Morris Klein, Wayne Berman, 
Barbara Selter, Betsy Carrier, Joyce Dubow, Ryan Wilson. Nikiru Ezeani was 
excused for personal reasons. 

   
• CoA Old Business 

o Approval of March EC Minutes- There were no objections to the March minutes 
as presented. They were unanimously approved.  

o Approval of April 27th 2023 CoA Meeting Agenda  
▪ There will be two featured speakers at the forthcoming meeting: - Matt 

Losak from the Renters Alliance will discuss two competing proposals to 
limit allowable rent increases that are now before the County Council. 
Laurie Orlov, an expert in technology, will discuss a range of technologies 
that facilitate aging in place. 

▪ The April COA Agenda was approved. 

 
o Review action items from previous 3/23 CoA meeting are 

▪ David reminded members of the EC that this review is intended to ensure 
accountability and follow-up.  

• Morris provided a brief update on state legislative activity.  
• There was a discussion of whether to have an in-person COA 

meeting in May. David noted that he had originally hoped to hold 
this meeting at the new Silver Spring Center but the opening date 
for this new facility has been delayed. He suggested instead that 
the meeting could be held at the Wheaton Center and that it could 
be held in conjunction with plans to have lunch provided by the 
Senior Nutrition Program.  

• Beverly suggested the COA should meet in-person quarterly to 
improve member engagement. Virginia agreed. Joyce suggested a 
hybrid approach because everyone is not comfortable meeting in 
large groups. However, David observed that effecting a hybrid 
option might pose technology issues. Wayne suggested that the 
May meeting be held at the Wheaton center and that a final 
decision about the frequency of in-person meetings could be 
evaluated following that meeting.  There was general agreement 
with this approach and David will check with Carol Craig to arrange 
for lunch.  

• David reported that Access Hears will exhibit at the Public Forum.  
• Ten meetings have been arranged with members of the County 



Council. Only one member has not responded to a request for a 
meeting. It was noted that several members of the Commission 
have not participated in these meeting with council members. 
Information about the time of the remaining three meetings will be 
circulated among commission members to give them an 
opportunity to participate.  

o In connection with the meetings with council members, 
David wants to collect notes and compare the various 
meetings. In the past, people have been asked to write a 
brief report. Barbara thinks summaries of these meetings are 
useful.  

• David reported that he requested and was granted registration 
discounts for three commission members who will attend the 
housing fair in May.  

 
o Update on Public Forum Planning Committee-  

▪ Wayne thanked the working group- David Barbara, Betsy, Sibo, Mary- for 
their participation in planning for this event. He reported that the agenda 
is set, speakers engaged, and materials just about completed (e.g., 
posters, nametags. The only item remaining is to order food for the 
speakers.  

▪ Volunteers have come forth and assigned tasks at the forum. Wayne will 
distribute the list of assignments. 

▪ Photos will be taken, including a group COA photo. 
▪ David asked about speaker gifts. The planning committee wants to 

express the commission’s appreciation for the speakers’ participation. 
Opinions on whether this was necessary/appropriate were split. A vote 
determined that a $25 gift card would be made to speaker participants. 

 
o Update Community for a Lifetime Awards  

▪ Awards will be given at 11:30 at the forum. Each awardee will be given an 
opportunity to acknowledge the award. Awardees are Odile Brunetto, 
GROWS, and Elva Jadlin who was nominated by the Latino Health 
Initiative. 

 
o Review Speakers for 2023 meetings  

▪ Carmel Roques- May; Open spot for June. Several ideas were proposed, 
including someone to talk on long-term care, housing, home modification. 
Barbara, observed that in the past, we had budget people discuss ongoing 
budget priorities to prepare for the Commission’s July priorities meeting. It 
was agreed that a panel consisting of a representative from OMB, the 
County Council and Gabe Albornoz, Chair of the HHS council committee be 
invited. The July meeting will be devoted to consideration of the 
Commission’s budget priorities. No meeting is scheduled for August. The 
September meeting will be devoted to a discussion of Medicare issues, 
including Medicare Advantage. Universal design will be the topic in 
October and Wayne and Betsy agreed to organize the program.  Plans for 



the November and December meetings will be addressed in the future. 
o  Updates on Age Friendly / Senior Summit-  

▪ David reported that planning is still underway with details yet to be 
determined.  The COA committees will not have to play as large a role as 
originally contemplated. However, the H and W committee’s work on 
transition planning will be featured and its materials will be available for 
distribution. Marsha stated that drafts of these materials will be shared 
with the EC for review. 

 
o Review of letters written since last meeting-  

▪ The letter for the Pedestrian Master Plan was sent on March 22. 
▪  

o New business 

   
▪  We have not been informed of applicants who applied for commission 

membership. 
▪  Karon Phillips resigned. Wayne suggested a thank you letter to her.  
▪ Nominating committee for CoA. Joyce, Barbara, Jean, and Morris 

volunteered to review screened applications. Pazit noted that the CoA 
does not have a fixed number of people.  We need to look for people with 
appropriate qualifications and the time to participate.  

▪ Neal Potter nominating committee- Wayne, Betsy volunteered. David may 
join as well. There are 15 nominees. COA will provide 3 judges. 

• New staff assigned to support COA 
▪ Peter Flandrau is replacing Shawn Brennan and will staff the COA. He will 

start May 9 and Pazit will facilitate and ensure a smooth transition. The EC 
thanked Pazit for her very effective guidance during her interim assignment 
to the COA EC and full commission. 

• Legislative update 
▪ Morris offered a leg update and summarized bills of interest to the COA, 

including bills on how tenants get notice of rent increases, dispensing of 
hearing aids, making medications more accessible to the blind, Veteran’s 
reductions in taxes, free estate planning for low income individuals, 
unlicensed assisted living facilities, and advanced directives for the mentally 
ill. These passed bills will be discussed at the May 11th CoA policy meeting.  

▪ Several of the legislative proposals that the commission had supported did 
not pass, with some not even making it out of committee. However, it was 
recognized that new proposals often take awhile to gain traction and that 
we should keep issues of importance to the commission in the forefront. 

• Communications 
▪ Beverly reported on plans to create Library Liaisons. A job description has 

been developed. David noted there was an advisory committee for each 
library and that the liaisons should work with these committees.  This new 
opportunity will be described at the next COA meeting and a sign-up email 
will be sent to members following that presentation.  



▪ Jean described the Ambassador program. They are hoping to pilot a 
program in September. Jean and Beverly will run it. They are not prepared 
yet to ask for volunteers yet but will suggest that CoA members attend a 
trial run at Schweinhaut Senior Center on May 3 at 1 pm. She reported that 
to date, they have not had much success dealing with the County Connector 
program. This group has focused on setting up information tables at fairs. 
The grant that funds this program terminates in June. Jean stated that they 
will solicit participation for the Ambassador program from the COA alumnae 
group.  

• HCBS task force report  
▪ Barbara gave a brief overview of the report and noted that it had been 

distributed and presented to the County Executive and Gabe Albornoz, both 
of whom thought the recommendations were practical and doable. They 
want the council to be educated and encouraged the COA to play a role. 
Barbara urged members to review the recommendations for potential focus. 
H and W will examine it. Lorraine Driscoll heads the HCBS Age-friendly 
group and perhaps could collaborate. 

• Meeting with Councilmember Mink  
▪ David reported that he met with her to discuss the two competing bills on 

capping rent increases. David encouraged members to learn about this 
issue. 

o Holiday Park Senior Center 
▪ Joyce reported that Holiday Park is scheduled to be renovated and that 

preliminary discussions are underway with respect to transition plans and 
project scope. She noted that Holiday Park participants are anxious about 
potential disruption to the center’s programming and are eager to 
participate in all aspect of the plans as they move forward. 

 
The meeting adjourned at 11:17 am 
 

 


